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In 1573 Spain established the
Laws of the Indies to govern settlements in the Americas. Reflecting Renaissance tastes, the ordinance , included details for city
government plans and locations.
These standards came to be
established with various shades of
compliance in the New World. In
this tome an architectural
historican, a planner and an urban
sociologist trace the application of
laws on New Spain's far northern
frontier, the present American
Southwest. Their study is divided
into three sections. The first is a
new translation of the pertinent
codes. Second is a study of the
code's influence on Santa Fe, ew
Mexico, St. Louis, Missouri, and
Los Angeles, California. The last
third of the book uses California as
an example of the disintegration of
the, by then, centuries-old Spanish
codes. The mission, presidio and
pueblo roots of various west coast
communities are discusssed and
Monterey, Santa Barbara, San
Diego, along with Los Angeles, get
special treatment.

Kern Smith, AlA
Begins A New Career

While Spanish city planning in
North America is a legitimate and
very interesting topic, there are
some problems with this book. The
authors' obvious strength is
California history. For this reason
the narrative becomes disjointed
with the insertion of St. Louis and
Santa Fe. These two diversions
become even weaker by the
authors' incorrect attempts to set
up California's history as typical of
the northern frontier. Another
serious omission is the failure to explain fully the influence of the
Bourbon reforms in the last half of
the eighteenth century. St. Louis
and the California communities
really operated under nothing else
but Bourbon administrations. Only
Santa Fe was founded before the
reforms and can be directly linked
to the Laws of the Indies . One example will suffice to illustrate the
errors of fact that may have led to
some partially inaccurate assumptions. The caption to an illustration
of the Santa Fe River describes that
drawing incorrectly as an irrigation ditch that began from a spring
near the cathedral.
The section on California's
history is also misleading. Mexico's
neglect after independence and
California's subsequent frontier
problems cannot be understood fully without some comprehension of
Mexico's economic and political
problems. In that context, Mexico

could not have helped much at all
- and that is something less than
neglect. A final source of annoyance is the inconsistent use of
Hispanic surnames.
The idea for Spanish City Planning in North America apparently
originated with John Reps and Dan
Stanislawski, both of whom have
written on the topic. This tome will
continue to stimulate study in the
field . There are some valid points
and none more so than the commentary on California's abrupt
transition from a pastoral Mexican
society, its mores and how arranged space reflects society's standards. Architecture and city planning do reflect people. As formal as
law may be, people, especially on
the frontier, will vary in their compliance. Adherence to the Hispanic
plan as listed in the laws of the Indies was not of much concern on
the frontier. Planning became an
issue by the late 1840s and by that
time the Anglo-American was
ready to impose his own tastes.
Spanish city planning and how it
has survived to become a part of
this continent's milieu is interesting. The book challenges
students to delve into this relatively
new topic. At the very least, every
southwestern city planner should
consider the issues raised in this
book as part of the context in which
they must work.
T.C.

January 1, 1984, brought major
changes in the life of Kern Smith ,
Architect, who has practiced Architecture in the Stat e of New Mexico for the past 33 - V2 yea rs. He
and his wife, Oleta , moved to
Denver, Colorado, where they will
continu e th e manufa ctur er s
repr esentative firm of K. O. Smith.
Kern , who has been the principal
architect of Kern Smith , Durham
and Associates of Carlsbad, will
continue workin g on a consultant
basis.
Mr. Smith att ended the School of
Architecture at the University of

California , Berkeley Campus,
graduating in 1948. He has been
enga ged in design and construction
since 1940, and established his architectural firm in Carlsbad on
June 12, 1951.
Since the opening of the firm ,
buildings have been designed and
built in many ew Mexico, Texas,
Colorado, and Arizona towns. The
main stays of Kern's practice have
been simple design utilizing a good
grade of construction, while keeping the client's budget in mind,
resulting in many repeat jobs for
the firm .
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